Schenectady County
Public Health Services
Lead Poisoning Prevention Program

Acknowledgement and Consent for Services
Client’s Name: _____________________________

Date: ____________________

Client’s Address: ___________________________
Inspector’s Name: __________________________

I hereby acknowledge and provide written consent for Schenectady County Public Health
Services to inspect my home for lead-based paint hazards.
(Please provide a check mark indicating you are in agreement with each of the following
statements):
 I agree there is at least one child age 6 or younger that lives here, spends a significant
amount of time here, and/or a pregnant woman resides in this house.
 I agree to a lead-based paint inspection being completed by Schenectady County Public
Health Services. I understand this inspection will evaluate my household for lead-based
paint hazards.
 I agree to keep my children away from the inspector and XRF analyzer to ensure my
children’s safety during the lead-based paint inspection.
 I agree to cooperate with my landlord who will remedy any identified lead-based paint
hazards as well as the inspector during any follow-up activities.
 I understand I must keep children and pregnant women away from the work area during
the hours designated for lead remediation work.
 I understand that a child with an elevated blood lead level will receive follow-up and
repeated testing by their doctor until the level has dropped below 5 µg/dL.
 I understand I must inform Schenectady County Public Health Services if planning to
move to ensure the monitoring of the child and to receive an inspection of the new
residence.
 I received a copy of the EPA “Protect Your Family from Lead in Your Home” booklet.
This booklet explains the steps I should take to protect my family from exposure to leadbased paint hazards. I have also received other educational materials listed on the
enclosures related to lead poisoning prevention.
11/2019

 I understand that Schenectady County Public Health Services is not responsible for the
continual monitoring of the premises. If the premises are rented, it is the responsibility of
the tenant to report any condition conducive to lead poisoning to the landlord and to the
Schenectady County Public Health Services.

Enc:

“Lead Poisoning is a Danger for Every Baby and Child” (NYSDOH-2594)
“Are You Pregnant?-Learn how to Protect Yourself and Your Baby…” (NYSDOH-2593)
“Beware of Lead” (NYSDOH-6517)
Sources and Pathways of Lead Exposure (SCPHS)
Guidelines for Tenants Prior to the Start of Lead Hazard Control Activities (SCPHS)
Protect Your Family from Lead in Your Home (EPA-747-K-99-001)
Toy Recalls Website CPSC Overview
Fight Lead Poisoning with a Healthy Diet (EPA-747-F-01-004)
City of Schenectady Lead Program Flyer
Healthy Neighborhoods Program Flyer
“Renovate Right” (NYSDOH 2612)
Nutrition Guide to Lead Poisoning Prevention (SCPHS adapted from National Dairy
Council)
What Your Child’s Blood Lead Test Means (NYSDOH- 2526)

Signature: _______________________________
(Client, Parent, Guardian)

Date: __________________

Witness: ______________________________ Date: __________________
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Referral Form

801

Healthy Neighborhoods Program

The Healthy Neighborhoods Program of Schenectady County Public Health Services
provides FREE safety and cleaning products to Schenectady County households. The
products may include smoke detectors, fire extinguishers, shock stoppers, smoking
cessation packets, cleaning supplies, dust wipes, mops, first aid kits and other giveaways.
Some residents may be eligible to receive allergen barrier pillowcases, mattress pads and
dust wipes, plus many other safety and education products. A simple and easy home
survey is completed in your home.
Please fill out the information below and a Healthy Neighborhoods staff member will
contact you to set up a home visit.
DATE:_____________________
NAME: _____________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ______________________________________ CITY:_______________ ZIP: ___________
HOME PHONE #: _______________ WORK PHONE #:________________ CELL: ________________
EMAIL: ______________________________________________________________________________
REFERRAL SOURCE: __________________________________________________________________
OTHER INFORMATION: _______________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Thank you for your referral to the Healthy Neighborhoods Program.
Please fax form to: Environmental Health Unit, Fax #: 518-386-2822
OR
Mail to:
Schenectady County Public Health Services
Environmental Health Unit
107 Nott Terrace, Suite 300
Schenectady, NY 12308
For more information about the program, call 518-386-2818
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Good Nutrition Helps: Reduce the Effects of Lead!
Lead can harm children’s growth, behavior and ability to learn, and can affect them for life. Lead can also be a
problem for adults, especially pregnant women and their babies. However, when there is nutritious food in the
body, it is difficult for lead to be absorbed.

Eat a variety of these nutritious foods

Calcium

Makes it hard for lead to enter the body

Iron

Protects against harmful effects of lead

Eggs

Peanut butter

Lean meats, fish,
and seafood

Whole grain
breads and
cereals

Vitamin C

Helps the body absorb
calcium and iron better

Peppers

Dairy products

Sweet potatoes

Dried fruits

Some foods are good sources of both calcium and iron

Dark green
vegetables

Soy
products

Beans, peas,
and lentils

Almonds

Fruits

Tomatoes

Potatoes

Did You Know?
The most common cause of lead
poisoning is dust and chips from old paint.
Lead can also be found in some products
imported from the Middle East, Latin
America, South Asia, and China.

Paint dust
and chips

Imported cosmetics, jewelry,
foods, and medicines

Jobs and
hobbies

Remember!
Children may not look or act sick, but a blood test could show that they have high lead levels.
New York State requires health care providers to test all children for lead with a blood lead test
at age 1 year and again at age 2 years.
Learn more about how you can protect your family from lead at www.health.ny.gov/lead
or contact your local health department.
6672
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What Your Child’s Blood Lead Test Means
The blood lead test tells you how much lead is in your child’s blood. Lead can harm a child’s growth, behavior, and
ability to learn. The lower the test result, the better.
Most lead poisoning occurs when children lick, swallow, or breathe in dust from old lead paint. Most homes built
before 1978 have old lead paint, often under newer paint. If paint peels, cracks, or is worn down, the chips and
dust from the old lead paint can spread onto floors, windowsills, and all around your home. Lead paint dust can
then get onto children’s hands and toys, and into their mouths.
Most children have had some contact with lead in old paint, soil, plumbing, or another source. This is why New
York State requires doctors to test all children with a blood lead test at age 1 year and again at age 2 years. For
children up to age six years, your doctor or nurse should ask you at every well child visit about ways your child
may have had contact with lead. Children who have had contact with lead should be tested.
A test result of 5 µg/dL or greater, using blood from a fingertip, should be checked again with a second test using
blood taken from a vein (often in the arm). If the second result is still 5 µg/dL or greater, you should follow the
steps below.

Test Result

in micrograms per
deciliter (mcg/dL)

Next Steps

0-4

• There is very little lead in your child’s blood.
• The average lead test result for young children is about 1.4 micrograms per deciliter (µg/dL).

5-14

• Your child’s lead level is high. A result of 5 µg/dL or higher requires action.
• Your doctor or nurse will talk with you about your child’s diet, growth and development,
and possible sources of lead.
• Your local health department will talk with you about how to protect your child and will visit
your home to help you find sources of lead.
• Your child should be tested again in 1 to 3 months.

15-44

• Your child’s lead level is quite high. You and your doctor should act quickly.
• Your doctor or nurse will talk with you about your child’s diet, growth and development,
and possible sources of lead.
• Your local health department will talk with you about how to protect your child and will visit
your home to help you find sources of lead.
• Your child should be tested again in 1 month or sooner depending on the blood lead level
and your doctor’s guidance.

45 or
higher

Child’s Name:

• Your child needs medical treatment right away.
• Your doctor or local health department will call you as soon as they get the test result.
• Your child might have to stay in a hospital, especially if your home has lead.
• Your local health department will visit your home to help you find sources of lead.
• Your child should not go back home until the lead sources are removed or fixed.
• Your child needs to be tested again after treatment.
Test Result:

µg/dL Date:			

If the test result is not written here, ask your doctor or nurse for it, write it down, and save for your records.

For all test results, follow the advice on the other side to keep your child’s lead level from rising.

How to Protect Your Child From Lead Poisoning
• Keep children away from peeling or chipped paint.

Fix peeling
lead paint and
make home
repairs safely.

Wash dust
off hands,
toys, bottles,
windows, and
floors.

Be careful
not to bring
lead home on
clothes, toys,
or jewelry.

Keep lead
out of your
food and
tap water.

Serve foods
that have
calcium, iron,
and vitamin C.

Find out more about lead.
www.health.ny.gov/lead
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• Before making repairs in a home built before 1978, call your local health
department to learn how to work safely and keep dust levels down.
• Children and pregnant women should stay away from repairs that disturb old
paint, such as sanding and scraping. They should stay away until the area is
cleaned using wet cleaning methods and a HEPA vacuum (not dry sweeping).

• Wash your child’s hands and face after play, before meals, and before bed.
• Wash toys, stuffed animals, pacifiers and bottles with soap and water often.
• Mop floors often, and use damp paper towels to clean window wells and sills.

• Lead is in some children’s jewelry, toys, keys, and old furniture. Sign up for
children’s product recall alerts at www.cpsc.gov/cpsclist.aspx.
• Some jobs and hobbies can involve contact with lead. These include: painting,
plumbing, construction, car repair, working with firearms, stained glass, and
pottery. To lower lead dust, change work clothes before going home; take
shoes off at your door; wash work or hobby clothes separately; wash face,
hands and uncovered skin before going home.

• Let tap water run for one minute before using it, if it hasn’t been run for a few
hours. Town and well water could have lead from old plumbing.
• Only use cold tap water for drinking, cooking, and making baby formula. Boiling
your water does not get rid of lead.
• Don’t serve or store food in pewter, crystal, or cracked pottery.
• Call your health department, or visit the website below, to see which dishes,
spices, candy, cosmetics, and health remedies have been found to have lead.

These foods help keep lead from being stored in your child’s body.
• Foods with calcium: milk, cheese, yogurt, tofu, and green vegetables.
• Foods with iron: beans, lean meat, fortified cereal, and peanut butter.
• Foods with vitamin C: oranges, grapefruit, tomatoes, and green peppers.

Talk with your child’s health care provider.
Call your local health department. Find them at
www.health.ny.gov/environmental/lead/exposure/childhood/
program_contact_map.htm

Department
of Health
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